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CTA Recommends NO on Governor Newsom Recall
DRAFT Talking Points - August 24, 2021 

· CTA’s top governing body, CTA State Council of Education, comprising more than 700 educators, voted in June to oppose the recall effort against Governor Gavin Newsom. 

· This recall election is a waste of taxpayer money, costing Californians $276 million — money that could have been used to support students, public schools and families. Recalls should be used when an elected official has committed a crime or major ethical abuse, not just because some people are unable to accept their election loss.

· California educators stand in strong opposition to the recall. The past year has been hard on everyone. Each one of us has grappled with losses and challenges posed by the pandemic. From our classroom vantage point, we didn’t always agree on the approach, but we never questioned Governor Newsom’s commitment to California’s students and public education.

· Thanks to Governor Newsom prioritizing vaccines for essential workers, educators and school staff, California now has some of the lowest case rates and highest vaccination numbers in the country. We’re leading the national economic recovery and creating more jobs than any other state. We need to support Governor Newsom and reject this recall.

· Governor Newsom has worked to deliver for our students, educators, public schools and colleges. He’s increased funding for public education, protected educators’ safety and rights on the job, and signed legislation to bring transparency and accountability to charter schools.

· Governor Newsom’s state budget this year delivers record funding for K-12 schools and community colleges. There’s additional money to support the social and emotional needs of students as we return to in-person instruction. The budget includes funding to reduce class sizes and hire additional teachers, counselors and school nurses. The Governor’s budget plan expands transitional kindergarten to all 4-year-olds and provides $3 billion to expand community schools across the state. 

· This recall is funded by anti-union and anti-public education millionaires and organizations, including those supported by former Education Secretary Betsy DeVos, that want to dismantle our public schools. These same groups have already filed a school voucher initiative that would divert taxpayer money from neighborhood public schools and send it to private schools. The recall backers also want to lower wages, eliminate health care, and weaken workplace safety laws. 

· CTA recommends voting NO on the recall — period. State Council did not take a position on any of the candidates running for the office. Many of them support private school vouchers and cutting funding from public education. 
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